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For we are not ignorant of his Devices. 2 Kor. 2,17. 
For the Myſtery of Iniquity doth alrexggy work. 
2 Theſſal. 2. 7. 
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THE 


Myſtery of INIQUITY 


ANATOMIZED. 


| HEN in the Fulneſs of time the Son of God (the 
ſecond Perſon in the blefſed Trinity) did aflume 
"RW humane Nature, uniting it io the ſame Perſon 


with his Divine Nature, that being God-man he 
might redeem Mankind, and fave his People from their Sins, and 
inſtate them in a bleſſed condition to all Eternity ; he was born of 
a Virgin, and with ſuch other wonderful Circumſtances, as might 
well give Satan a juſt Apprehenfion that this was He, whom all the 
Prophets had foretold, and God had from the beginning of the 
World promiſed under the notion of the Seed of the Woman, that 
ſhould break the Serpents Head ; diſappoint all his malicious Deſigns 
againſt the Glory of God and Mans Salvation, and undo the Work 
of the Devil ; utterly deftroying his infernal Kingdom, which he 
had long exerciſed over faſten Mankind : Which he being ſenſible of, 
thought it concerned himto beftir himſelf to the utmoſt ; and to ſtir 
vp all his Malice, Power and Subtlety (if it were poſſible) to pre- 
vent it. 

And therefore in the firſt place he fought to take away the Life of 
our Saviour, and that betimes ; that fo his being incarnate might 
Genify nothing : This he attempted by Herod's means, putting a 
Jealouſy into his Head, that his Kingdom would be indangered by 
one, who yas at his very Birth beſpoken and provlaimed the King of 
the Jews : tho f by Hered's - Jealouſy for his Kingdom, he might 


eaſe himſelf of the Fears which tormented him of loſing his own: -* 
But that Truſt being 'put by through the Providence of God), 
his real, and the care of Joſeph, his reputed Father, Satan found 
himſelf ſo manacled by the Divine Power, that he could make n6 
more Aﬀaylts-upon his'Perfon, than God was pleaſed to permit 4 , 

Wherefore for aboye thirty Years we find not that he made any X 
A 2 tempt 
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tempt upon him. But God did then give way to his boiling Malice 
to- fet upon him by Temptations. And though perhaps he had 
but ſmall hopes of prevailing, yet in a deſperate Caſc he reſolved to 
put it to the puſh in hopes of a Pollibility, and therefore he thought 
if he could by any means draw- him to Sin, then he would be his 
own in Fetters, and in no Capacity to deliver others out of thoſe 
Chains of- Darkneſs, wherem himſelf ſhould be held his Priſoner. 
But-when he ſaw that no. Temptation could enter ;, but that the 
blow did ever recoil upon his own head (which was ſtill wounded 
by that Sword of the. Spirit, the ſame Word of God, which had 
fatally denounced his Deſtruction) he then did more ſenſibly. per- 
ceive that Chriſt was more than his Match, and more than Man 
and conſequently the Perfon _ for the ruine of his Kingdom; 
and therefore he departed from him for a ſeaſon, hoping [till for a 
more. favourable Conjuncture in time to come.: but he found. him- 
| in the mean while going down the. Wind apace, being daily 
wlleſſed and caſt out of one. Garifon after another, and. that a. 


'Shble- Legion were unable to man one ſingle Man, to hold out 


azainſt his Almighty Word and Command... He found that Sins 
were forgiven, Diſeaſes cured, and ſome Dead were. raiſed, and 
many believed on him, returning to the Obedience of their Maker, 
being convinced by his Heavenly Doctrine, and perfe&tly Holy 
Converſation, and the unreſiſtible Power of his miraculaus Works ; 
againſt which he found himſelf unable to bear up. Yet between 
Rage and Deſpair he filled the Hearts of the Jews with all Miſchief, 
making themto blaſphemeand revile him z charging him in par- 
ticular to. be a.Blaſphemer againſt God, 4 e. himſelf.; and (which 
was a notable fetch) that he. was confederate.with the Devil, by. 
whom yet themſelves ſpake and acted all. This our Saviour did. 
refute, to-the confuſion. of all his Accuſers. But the Devils and their 
Malice. ceaſed not until.after many baffiled Attempts, they did. at 
laſt (according, to the determinate Counſel of God, permitting 
and ordering,it,) bring him to a cruel and ignominious Death.. For 
He was numbred with. the. Tranſgreſſors,. 

Now. was it that Satan began to triumph, as if hehad wholly 
broken all God's Meaſures, ,and ſecured. his own Kingdom from fo 
dangerous an Attack. * But the Death .of Chriſt in ſuch a manner 
was the very way and means, whereby God had fore-appointed to 
bring about his great Work for his own Glory and Mans Satyation, 
through the ruin of Satan's Kingdom z.to which himſelf did COOPC- 
rate by his own utmoſt Power, Malice and: Subtilty, and by all the 


In- 
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Inſtruments that he could make':' Thas the WiKiom of ;the'Fachwid 
aid turn the Subtilty of the Serpent Into the greateR« mnece of :Fally 
that ever was in the World. OO OUOYTIO 101 $2029 off; to 
And this the Devil ſoon became apprehenſive: of:; and therefore 
applied all his Arts to hinder the after-game, and recruit of aRefur» 
rection ; which would prove the greateſt Miracle .of all, and would 
at once - revive and confirm all the” Doctrine which-Chriſt -had 
taught; and ſo- become more dangerous  than'all the-reſt, if he 
ſhould have his Priſon, the ' Grave,' broken (for he had the 
Power of Death) and the Keys 'thereof 'Taviſhed from: him by: a 
ſtronger hand. And when-he could” not hinder the thingy he; in- 
deavoured to ſtifle it in ſilence, that'it might not be known: unto the 
World ; and for this purpoſe heretained'the Jtws-to-be his Brokers, 
who ſuborned the Sonldiers with large Mony ;. but all in yain. : For 
the Sun would riſe in O——_—_ which ſeemed act 
him 3 and being up, did foon diſpel thoſe ' Mifts» which: 
had raiſed, and by the powerful” Beams of his'Dottrine; and; the 
miraculous Works taught and wrought by the Mouths and Hands of 
his Apoſtles, did proclaim to all the World. that be was riſen, and 
ſo had led Captivity captive, and-both received' and diſpenſed ſach 
Gifts unto Men, and Graces alſo, as were like- to lead the whole 
World in Triumph after bim.' While Satan's Oracles were non» 
pluſgd, his Altars caſt: down, his Worſhippers converted; his 
Schoolmens Books burnt, and. all his Cheats laid open to the view 
of all Men. 

Thus Chriſt' went on conquering and 'to conquer, reſcuing his 

People from their Sins, looſmg the Bands and Fetters of Sin, and 
putting on them other Chains, -the Golden Chains of Grace and 
Gratitude, the moſt potent Obligations -to love God, and to-yield 
him new Obedience. 
* In the mean while, neither the DeviPs Malice nor Subtlety -were 
idle ; for in purſuance of the firſt he reſolved never to- give over 
perſecuting the Church of Chriſt, both Teachers: and; others ; 
making uſe at firſt of -the Jewiſh Nation, and by them fermenting 
the Heathen World into the utmoſt Rage againſt the Chriſtian Faith, 
and the Profeffors of -it. And though he has been much reftrained 
from doing what he deſired, yet hath he never wholly ceaſed Day 
nor Night from oppoſing, vexing, tempting, perſecufing: and /ac- 
cuſing then to God and Man. ; "ol 

But in the mean while he ſummoned up all the Methods and De- 


vices which his Subtlity and. long Experience, whetted vary 
ICC 
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tive.ai1d Aagts anuld fuggeRounto hiex.- And at leagth -he thought 
iro hatreo: trafible, that .ſcemg there 3925: no ſtemming:the Tidg 
of the Goſpel, nor preventing the whole,,'World from becoming 
Chtiftian ;: he might atleaſt ſeem to-reſipn bis Kingdom, and to be 
drad 'of his Woundg by faffering Mankind to comply with the Ga- 
fpebin.-an ontwerd:Profellion, while they reſerved thair Luſts and 
Cvtraptibasammortified z whereby he ſhould till retain them, un- 
&rihis Power; ttnd' as; certainly deſtroy them, as,-1n the times of 
Papaniſm! he! had-done:; Which he thought be might accompliſh 
chemore'ſerartly, 'becaufe-wnder a Cloak and Pretextpt Complis 
ancewich Chrft and his Kingdom, be ſhould - eſtabliſh his own 1 
the Hearts 'and 'Lives of the farigreater part, -even of | ſuch as ſhou! 
muke Profeſpdwnpt tht Chriſtian Faith , holding them ſtill-faſt-j 
Sin! andiError:whith they ſhould iretain in Myſterg'and Diſeuile 
And'which was till inote; he hoprd {o fatto prevail, himſelf, of» the 
Goſfe},!anbtowebauch the Clriſtian-Rebigion and - Worſbip, as. tg 
pervert the moſt Holy Princigiles and- Praices of it, and make 
than becorne the moſt refinett and-effeftual means to carry on a My- 
ſtery, of Iniquity, which 1500 other than, his own Kingdom new 
modelied;:and of thelaft Edition. -/:; ,- | of bed of 

.\For heconceived it'not altogether impoſſible, to make ſome Men, 
on.2of 2 blind Devotion 1nto./Chriſt; inſtead; of worſhipping his 
Per ſon, to-adore and give Divine Hondur''to everything thethad 
any” rettion-to him, from 'the' Manger to-the Croſs; and. all this 
out of the meer Honour, which they ſhould pretend to bear unto 
him. So ſhoutdahey cbrongh a blind-miſtake, inſtead of his Per- 
fon, faſten their-Devotion on his Garments, thereby loling:both 
their Savibur and their S0v)s rogether, - TOSS, Miah 
.- Arethe fubtile. Spirit did well underſtand: that the earthly Mind 
of corrupted Nature, would be very prone to- terminate its. AQ 
{rren "the moſt Religions) upon fome ſenſible 'or preſent Obje 
which'ir finds it ſelf beſt able 'to maſter and comprehend ; and 
therefore he craftily put: Men upon deviſing other;than the true-Ob- 
&k&sof 'Worthip. Which being thet- own Creatures, they would 
cally become 10 fond of. as-to fancy them into God's. 3 and give 
ther Diaige: Worthip 3 or ſemi-Divine,' and ſo il) Liſtivguilhed, as 
that it ſhould eafily flide ant! melt into it. 

-He underſtood well that the way to eſtabliſh his-own Kingdam was 
tO leſſon that of Chrilt*s ; which might be a&Ctedby dividing his 
Worthip,/ and parcelling it 6ut among many other Participants ; 
whertby itis tune Honour and Worſhip (which is his Tribute and Re: 
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vehne) would be land ww imbezitd ; 5-35. i524; A FiqS yer. Gy 


fhonld ſtrive to mince the Matter. For ay 
they ſhould give,ſhould be no other than that wh pork 3 Chl 
Mone, mT to God himſelf. - Feſus-Chrsft is ZI gh Pric I 
Church ; who, ' by the Sacrifice of himſels, ONCE 

bath pifected for ever them that avs Sant = 04 my 
raw will haye him' Cracified vr be oa 
Sacrament is celebrated 3 which Chrst had jaithzas wed ol 
morial of his Death and Paſſion. And while they 
ſhould :give Divine Wor to:that which, by.. 
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bur-Biowl 5 though it be,i by [being 1bleflnd } Cheri 

hoty.” uy wnr= Lp -with RAT, p L Tibg 
ecoming the '8ign tarepre@&n6,' a $68), 30 6 oy 

Ev to convey Chriſt andi all, FO By: i6\ o 


Sons. But, as if |. it were; the yety: natural 
Hited, together with his Sou], note. bs Tarps ture in the 
poſtaicat Union,tlwy ſhould greeunts/ jt 7 B BEE 


1y' ine uetothdt derſbvt the wal ls oe 


ithim;2ntcomponn 244 7} nod; ; 
- Now the Devil kent Mhatahey'b being Hthaken 3n their Jy 
of this/ Thing they ſhajild! Worſhip, weu come gy 
Holatry. ' And thus ahbeijiromchcbar 'Prdivanc 
#Kſtitited for! his own: Hamon®, and; the: by . 
ation of 'his fathfot Servams ; aud:rtwra: xt yato. 
Hours by 1dokatry, into Schilman Coptentiog, 
6 of! __ Faittifpl, ado Damnation 106 many; J.houla 
tFereby'be: "made Idolaters. *V 3.1 12 3£E3 01 bs ” 

- And while}Gods Worſkip.is thus. given tothe Creatures [Rep 5. 
20.]- and their Inages, and urito God by bis/Images x; Satan knew 
"that, however _ wight .danecy fs perſeribe (it>, God w 
"Hevet- aecepe of id ;hawog declared agk t@-&h16 KONLEALY: 5, 
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of .Courſe/all *-mv{Ffalt to'his:Share; as waved and efcheated; 
F+. Cor, 10.728741:J' For God" will be' worſhi alone, and he 
will not give his' H6tibut to another. And Feſws Chrift is: jeaous 
of his 6wn Prerogative, being the only Mediator between God and 
Man'; and takes himſelf to: be flighted by ſuch as go about to piece 
ont 'his Satisfaction [as if it were defe&tive, and- infufficient] by 
- humane Penances and Merits. He ds the: only High Prieft of his 
Church 3 and he is our alone Interceſſory who can by bis own Merits, 
of infinite Value, prevail with his Heavenly Father, and obtain at, 
his Hand all Bleſſings, and eternal Life for all his ele&' Members, 
and recommend their Petitions, put up in his Name, and perfumed 
by the incenſe of his own Merits, ſo-that they ſhall not fail of Ac- 
c:ptance and a gracious Audience. And his love to his Church is ſo 
great, that he-1s very jealous, *and takes it 41}, ;thar ſhe ſhould waye 
Fis Interceſſion,' or not come immediately to him through a kind of 
diffiderice '6f his Love to Her-( ho_ pretending unworthineſs, 
Hamility., and to exalt his Honour thereby) ,but direct her Petizi- 
ofis to her Fellow-Creatures (though to be handed to him) who can 
yeither know nor help her. - 184 
et furor i Prophetzeal Office, the Devil contrived to invade that 
by. ng. the Evangelical Law, locking it up in an unknown 
Tongue, ſuppreſſing part of 'it,' and adding to it by Writing and 
"Oral Tradition,” on'pretence of its being an - inſufficient Rule and 
Dire®tion for Mans 'Sdlvation, without the Addition of: ſuch Thin 
2s ſhould, in Truth, ſubvert and contradict it.; and by giving -it 
ſuch a gloſs as ſhould be ſure tocorrupt the Text, which ke hoped 
'to''mike, uncontroulable;if becould fo bring it about, as that all 
*Corryptions both it Detrine-and opts. might be made incurg- 
ble by a perſuaſion in the Minds of Men that the Propoſer and Dis 
retor” of then was aſſiſted by an infallible Spirit, and could not 
'Err ; and had received a Power of. Diſpenſing with the Law of 
God it ſelf, and that there were ſtill-on Foot a Power of working 
Divine” Miracles employed- for the Confirmation of his Doftrines. 
= And'then for*his Kingly Office, the Devil would raiſe up, ſuch an 
bne, which ſhould pretend to a Dunatio Chriſti, as well as Conſt antins, 
which ſhould ihveſt him with a Power bath in Spitituals and Tem- 
porals equal to that of Chrif himfſelf;; and therefore make him his 
Deputy arid Pletipotentiary ,even unto' Adotation | 2 Theſ. 2. 4.] 
or n I fail, FOE: C—_— which he had 
-made renders bf to feſxd Obriſt; Luke 4.67: upon a certain Con- 
tion; 4nd thougly BerejeRtditavith Scornagd Fong A 
—% _ he 
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he doubted not to find one, who would thankfully accept of it ; the 
Draught whereof was already entred among the Divine Records, 
and his bold Claim to it then made ſhould be a ſufficient Evidence 
of his Right. But becauſe the Men of the World were like to be 
ſomething ſtiff and refractory to part with their Temporal Rights 
and Poſſeſhons ; therefore he ſhould content himſelf with what he 
could get for the preſent, for fear of Knocks; yct giving away 
Kingdoms to thoſe, who would adventure for them, (which giving, 
ſhould prove his Right to retain or diſpoſe of them) and depoling 
whom he durſt of thoſe, who would not allow him Power to diſpoſe 
of their Temporals in order to his Spirituals, which himſelf ſhould 
claim to be the ſole Judg of. One that ſhould, in purſuance of this 
Claim, pretend to pardon Mens Sins againſt the Law of God, and 
ere&t a Purgatory, or Priſon, for Offenders, whereof himſelf 
ſhould keep the Key on the ſame Bunch with thoſe of Heaven and 
Hell, which he ſhould pretend to wear always at his Girdle. - One, 
who ſhould exerciſe Dominion over Mens Faith and Conſciences, 
minting new Articles of Faith at his Pleaſure, to be belizved by them 
under no leſs pain then eternal Damnation. 

Thus Satan thought it a thing not altogether unpoſlible for him 
to ſupplant and defeat Chriſt in all his Offices, and thereby degrade 
him from that Honour wherein his Father had inveſted. him ; who 
had given him a Name above every Name, that the Angels of God 
ſhould worſhip him, and that to his Power and Authority every 
Knee ſhould bow ; that his Humane Nature,as exiſting in his Perſon, 
and his Perſon as God-Man, and conſiſting partly of his humane Na- 
ture, ſhould become the Obje&t of Divine Adoration, his humane 
Nature being aſlumed into that high Priviledg and Prerogative of 
partaking of that Worſhip, which God will not ſuffer-to be given 
to any that is not God ; and alſo that all Ats of Grace ſhould be 
diſpenſed unto the Church as the alone purchaſe. of his Merit, and 
at his ſole Inſtance and Interceſſion. 

And if Satan could but gain this Point and Deſign upon the Per- 
fon and Offices of Chriſt, he hoped to lay his Faith and Religion 
low enough, and in a great meaſure to defear the 'great Delign of 
the Goſpel, the Salvation of Mens Souls. Which he ſhould the 
more eaſily hereby retain under his Command, and keep them ſtill 
in their Sins and natural Corruptions. Which that he might che- 
riſh and inflame to the utmoſt, under the myſterious Covert of the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, he caſt about how he might make Proviſion for 
the Fleſh, to improve the Corruptions of Humane Nature uvto their 
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gion ſhould not hinder, but rather promote the injoyment of all: 
worldly Honours, Riches, and ſenſual Pleaſures ; the Luſt of the 
Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. That Men might 
purſue their Pride and Ambition, their Covetouſneſs of Riches and 
Poſſeſſions, and their earthly and carnal Pleaſures and Delights ; and 
yet all the while go for good Chriſtians, abuſing others, and per- 
haps themſelves alſo, into a fooliſh Perſualion, that they were in 
the firſt rank of thoſe who ſhould be ſaved, 

The firſt of theſe Corruptions is Pride, which being the Devil's 
firſt-born, and the principal Maſter-Lineament of his Image, where- 
with he had poiſoned Humane Nature at the firſt, and being the 
main Root of all Rebellion and Apoſtacy from God, he took a ſpeci- 
al Care for its Accommodation 1n this new Model of his Kingdom. 
And therefore when Men had taken upon them the Profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Faith, and brought along with them high thoughts of 
themſelves, of the acuteneſs of their Reaſon, and the *Aurvfsotn, 
or uncontroulable Freedom of their Will, (both which the way of 
believing and taking things upon God's ſole Authority, and the 
neceſlity of the Grace of God for the SanCtification of the Heart 
and ſaving of the Soul, ſeemed to croſs and mortify) the Devil gra- 
tified them in this by ſetting up Opinions of Religion to the ſame 
effect, Which haye proved a Seminary of moſt of the Hereſfies, which 
afterward infefted the Church of God for many Ages; as proceed- 
ing from a corrupt Selt-Love,, or love of corrypted Self, and ſetting 
up Mans Underſtanding and Will againſt thoſe of God, whereby 
Men became &7z#T, & avureiJuvo, no loner ſubject to him. 

Mens Reaſon was entertained with Notions contrary to the myſte- 
| rious Truths of the Goſpel;called by the Apoſtle the Myſtery of Godli.. 
| eſs ; The bleſſed Has of Perſons in the Unity of the Divine Eſ- 
| ſence, and the Union of the two Natures in the Perſon of Feſis 
| Chrift God manifeſted in the Fleſh ; Our Redemption by his Death 

and Juſtification by Faith in him ; SanQification by his Word and 
Spirit ; the Reſurreftion of the Body ; and ſuch like. And their 
prond Wis were ſtroaked and ſoothed with an opinion of Merit 
and the ſelf-ſufficiency of Natures Stock, without being beholden 
to God for Goſpel-Grace. 
_ But the main and top-branch of Pride did ſhew it ſelf in imgXy 
jk the aſſerting of a Superiority and appearing on the top of other 
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And therefore he contrived it ſo, as that the Profeſſion of Reli- 
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Therefore to gratify this Ambition, he reſolved firſt to make 
uſe of thoſe Eminencies, which he found in the Conſtitution of the 
Chorch. Chriſt himſelf gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, and 
ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, Eph. 4. 11. So 
that there wanted not Gifts and Offices, which Men of Demetrius 
his Complexion, who loved the Preeminency, might pretend and 
aſpire unto. 

And if this were not enough to ſatisfie their Ambition, they 
might build themſelves higher Storics by drawing Diſciples after 
them CAﬀs 20. 30. ] and fo heading of Setts and Colonies : or by 
uſurping, and lording it over God's heritage ; [1 Per. 5. 3.] and not 
only over the Plebs Chriſtsana, but alſo over all thoſe Orders and 
Powers, which Chrift had planted in his Church; and raiſe them- 
ſelves up to a Soveraignty over all others of their Brethren, and be- 
come Univerſal Biſhops of the whole Church of Chrif# on Earth, 
and Oecumenical Rulers in matters relating to Chrift and his King- 
dom. 

But the Devil might eaſily foreſee, that, when he ſhould ſtart 
this game, there were like to be many pretenders ; at leaſt many, 
who thinking themſelves of equal Power, and as capable as others, 
of ſuch a Prelation, would be glad to have it, if there muſt be one: 
but all could not be gratified with one place, ſo that there muſt 
needs be a Simaltas of more-Competitore, 

This afﬀfeftation of Empire ſhould firſt lift up its Head in the 
Eaſtern Church, but /at length prevail in the Weſt, after it had 
been decried and ſeverely cenſurcd there as Antichriſtian. 

For fo great an Authority to be lodged in one Perſon, there was 
no pretext could be made ſo plauſible ; as to hold Vicegerent under 
Chriſt Feſus of whom the whole Family"of Heaven and Earth is named ; 
who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords : to whom all Power was given 
by the Father in Heaven and Earth. But that this new Spiritual Mo- 
narch might not ſeem to be the firſt in the Claim, he was to pretend 


| _P- --- Succeſlor of St. Peter the Apoſtle, - for whoſe Loveſtitore 
- [ 


nſtitution he was to combate the Goſpel, and to find it out 


| there; though neither Peter himſelf, nor St. Pal have any thing 


like it in their Epiſtles ; and the Primitive Fathers and Councils 
were ſtiff againſt it, eſpecially the moſt- ancient of them ; who by 
their Canons, and Carriage, and Writings, ſeem not to have had 
any belief that any particular See on Earthrwas their ſole Soveraign 
Lord and Emperor in Spiritnal:bus. But to ſilence all fuch Gain- 
ſayers, both ancient and modern, in this and all other _— . 
B 2 C 
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he ſhould claim the Authority of infallible interpretation of Scrip- 
tures and Fathers ; whom having firſt garblcd, and cut out the 
Tongnes of many of them, that ſpake againſt him, he ſhould infal- 
libly pronounce to be 2ll for him ; Notwithſtanding that the moſt 
conſiderable part of Chriſtianity might judge and know the con- 
trary. 

Pur that this his Empire and Soveraign Dominion might not be 
thought the effect of Pride and Arrogance, fo contrary to the pre- 
cept and example of Feſws Chriſt, (whoſe Vicar he ſhould pretead 
to be) and ſo expoſe him to the envy of others ; he ſhould cloak it 
under the humble Title of Servus Servorum (tho he ſhould carry it 
liker Dominus Dominantinm) and in humility ſeal Annulo Piſcatoris, 
with the Ring and Seal of Sr. Peter the Fiſher-Man Apoſtle ; who 
yet perhaps never had any ſuch thing, | 

But bet as it will, it is reſolved that a Prince he ſhall be [Rev. 13. 
1, 11, 12, 14. ] but alas! what's a Prince i Cmerpo alone, without 
welt or guard ; without a Court, a Council, and a Guard ? eſpecially 
if he want both perſonal Wiſdom, Learning and Vertue to recom- 
mend him to his Subjects, and protect him from Afﬀront, Envy and 
Contempt ? It was therefore thought fit in the next Conſult, That 
there ſhould be a convenient number raiſed out of the Clergy to up- 
hold the Myſtery (though of inferiour rank at firſt) till the ſtate 
ſhould be formed and come into requeſt, by ſuitable Power and 
Riches ; and receive ſome conſiderable Addreſs from the relt of the 
World. Hereby the Empire would riſe by Degrees, and at length 
be able to invite Politick Heads from Noble and Princely Families, 
and entertain the Minds of fuch of the Clergy, whoſe Advantages 
ſhould tempt them to aſpire to the ſupreme Dignity, and for the 
preſent quiet their pretentions in hopes of obtaining, when there 
ſhould a favourable Conjuncture offer it ſelf. And 'ith mean while 
they would be true to the See, which they might hope in time 
would be their own ; and enjoy all the moſt ſublimated exerciſes 
of their Wits and Lults ; and all this under the Myſtery and pretence 
of adminiſtring the Spiritual Kingdom of Jeſu Chrift for the Sal- 
vation of Mens Souls, and the Glory of God the Father. 

And for this end the Revenues of the Church (given and de- 
voted by pious Chriſtians to God, for the Maintenance of his true 
Worſhip and Relief of his poor Children) muſt be amaſled upon 
theſe ſpiritual Courtiers, to enable them to maintain a Port be- 
coming the Children of Pride, and provide Fuel for their burnin 
Lyfts ; while the Churches, whoſe Titles they ſhould wear, woul 
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be pilled by them, and the care of Souls negletted, and Religion be- 
trayed. And becauſe Biſhopricks and Eccleſiaſtical Benefices would 
prove an inſuffictent Fund for their occaſions ; therefore there were 
other Proviſions to be made, as we ſhall ſee hereafter.  -:/, ay 

But neither Court nor State can ſubliſt in Proſperity and Re 
tation without Dependents, Intelligence, Forces, and Means to = 
port them. All which might very eaſily be ſupplied by the means 
of Prieſts, Miſſionaries, and other Perſons, under the Myſtery of 
Religion, 

As for Dependents, the getting into their Hands the Diſpoſal of 
all Eccleſiaſtical Bznefices, and Church-Revenues, would give them 
an Opportunity of boring through the Ears of many- Millions, 
and of making them their Vaſlals ; while ſo many whole Orders in 
their vaſt Number of Monaſteries, and all their Members, Tenents 
and Retinue, yea and Revenues alſo, would, upon occaſion, be at 
their Devotion and Command. 

And for Intelligence, there might be a ſelet Number of Prieſts 
of choiceſt Abilities ſent into the Courts of Princes ; who under 
pretence of being helpful to their Souls, by preaching, direCting, 
and confeſling them, ſhould be able to diſcover their greateſt /Se- 
crets, and molt private Counſels ; and be under an Oath to, diſco- 
ver them unto the Governors of the State Eccleſiaſtick. And others 
alſo in prodigious Numbers might be ſent into all Nations, who 
ſhould be Eye-Witneſles of what 13 done by Men of all Conditions, 
and have a Key into their Hearts and Conſciences, ſo that not fo 
much as 2 Thought ſhould ſtir, but it ſhould come to their Know- 
ledg, and be under their Management and Diſpoſal. And: all, un- 
der pretence of taking care of their Souls. Others under pretence 
of voluntary Poverty, ſhould not only abuſe the Charity of 1gnoranc 
People, but as they beg, pry into their Families, obſerve their 
private Behaviours, Company and Acquaintance, their Abilities, 
and the ſeveral Degrees of their Devotion to Eccleſiaſtical Intereſt. 
Beſides theſe, thoſe. of, the myſtical Council, being, pick?d., out as 
Perſons of Intereſt from ſeveral Nations, and ſome. out of. Princely 
Families, whoſe Secrets and Intereſts they are acquainted with, -Or 
by their Friends and Acquaintance'can eaſily come to the. Know edg 
of. Theſe, I fay, can ſupply Intelligence, how every Vein and Arte- 
ry.of any State and "73 2th and almoſt of every ſingle Perſon in 
them, doth beat. SEW 

As for Forces, Though the Temporal Princes are too wiſe to ſuf- 


fer this Empire to have. its Armies, Gariſons, and: Caltles,. its 
Forts 
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Forts and Citadels in the Heart and Bowels of their Dominions ; 
yet in effe&t it ſhould have all theſe in Myſtery, in the Monaſteries 
liſted under the Banner of Prayers, as if they had no other Wea- 
pons, which they could or would uſe. -But theſe would be able 'to 
-raiſe their Tenents, and liſt themſelves, when occaſion ſhould ſerve, 
(as they have done ſometimes) and-a numerous Swarm'of Prieſts 
might be ready, at the Signal given, to animate the Subjects againſt 
their Prince, and by laying an [nterdict or Imbargo upon the pub- 
lick Worſhip of God, provoke them to join with them in a Rebel- 
lion. Whereby all Princes ſhould have but precarious Titles to, 
and Poſſeſhons of their Kingdoms, and no firm footing in the Hearts 
of their Subje&ts to truſt nnto, but lie at the Mercy, Pleaſure, and 
Difpoſal of this Univerſal Spiritual Monarch. 

And for the ſapport of thoſe mighty Armies, through the cheat- 
ing -of Confeflors, and the Ignorance of People, their Charity 
might be fooled into a conczit of buying Heaven, as it were by Bill 
of Exchange; and by parting with their Lands to maintain a 
Company of lazy and vile Perſons, who ſhould ſubſiſt by a Pretence 
of 'the Efficacy of their Prayers to God and ſpecial Intereſt in him. 

Whereby a great part of the Revenue of a Nation would be ei- 
ther exported or miſpent at home, or elſe imployed to the weaken- 
ing -of the Prince and Nation ; and ſometimes imployed againſt 
them both : who would alſo hereby be enervated both by Superſti- 
tion, and by the want of thoſe who ſhould defend them. 

But to ſay no more of this Spiritual Monarchy, nor the Ambition 
and Polity of it ; there remained two other Particulars, wherein 
carnal Minds were to be 'gratified, in which the Goſpel of Chriſt 
_— 'to mortify them; Lnxnry, and Covetonſneſs, or Worldly- 

f, 


And as for the firſt of them, a Proviſion might be made that all 
the Pleafures of 'Senſe might be enjoyed to the full, and that under 
A pranech of ſhunning and diſclaiming them, viz. by the Doftrines 
of *a.cehbate or ſingle Life, and that of Faſting, and ſuch like other 
pretended Mortifications of the Fleſh. But ſuch Reſtraints being 
of meer humane Inſtitution, which could not make them confer 
Grace, would probably but inflame the Diſeaſe, inſtead of curing 
it, and (like Water on Lime, or Oyl on Fire) increaſe the Heat, 
and imrage the Diftemper. Yet the Clergy were to be interdicted 
lawful Marriage, though honourable and of Divine Inſtitution ; 
and that too, 'as if it were ſuch a defiling thing, and altogether in- 
conſiſtent with the*Holimeſs of Prieſts, and the Perfetion of Devo- 

| | mon, 
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tion, and therefore to be forbidden. © 1 Tr. 4-3. ] and yowed 
againſt (but in truth, leſt the Expences of a Family” thould hinder? 
the Subſiſtence, and ſo. leſſenthe Multicude of Prieſts, ſo neceſfary* 
a Tool-in the Spiritual Monarchy) yet $atan foreſaw that thereby* 
they might be-let looſe. to; Variety, and:therefore the Stews were to 
be inſtituted, or at leaſt incouraged, and Concubines to be granted, 
as neceſſary inthe caſe (which themſelves had made). and be count- 
ed leſs impure than Matrimony, though God's own Ordinance and. 
Inſtitution. But to make it amends, it ſhou!d be advanced into a 
Sacrament for ſuch as would 3 and that which could confer, Gracs to-- 
all (excepting Prieſts and religious Perſons.) Bat for- further Re- 
lief of the Prieſts Celibate, they ſhould have wanton Legends; and 
fair Opportunities of Mortification from the private Confeffion and 
ſecret Converſe with the weaker Sex. And though in ſome Coun- 
tries the Laity might find a neceſſity by a Law to abridg them there- 


in, and to conſtrainthem to keep their Concubines for prevention 


of Inconveniences to their own Wives and Famikes : yet for the 
moſt part they would have the Law in their own Hands, - and ab- 
ſolve one another upon eaſy: terms. Though we read indeed of 
ſome of late times, who having been ſo impudent as to demand the 
tenth night of Wives, and to avouch it unto the Biſhop himſelf to 
be a legitimate cure for Nuns, did not eſcape ſo eaſily ; the one 
being burnt, and the other immnred or buried alive, but'more for 
tear than Juſtice in thoſe who did it. SOR 6 a th-3 ©; 5: 533 
But to quit my Hands of this dirty Subject, the other Palliation 
for Luxury,was to be the pretence of mortifying Men by Faſtimgs,and 
other voluntary Tormentings of Nature, by ſcourging and ſeach 
like Severities. But as the Wipdoth not uſe to quench Sin, when 
of the :Sinners own laying on ;, nor an: hairy Shirt worn'next the 
Skin, to mortify more deep. and inward Corruption. : $o.neither 
would Abſtinence from ſome groſſer Meats, much .cbaſtiſe the Ap- 
petite z which in the mean while might be gratited-with more deli- 
cious Food, and entertained with choicer Junkets. As ſome have 
been heard to profeſs that they were ſo great Lovers of a Fiſh-Diet, 
that in - Lent-time they have often made. their Meal of roaſt Beef 
and Fowls in. pure Humiliation and Self-Denial. So that by faſting 
(as ſome Men call faſting) the Pleaſure of cating is oft timmerather 
refmed than reſtrained, and the Appetite but whetted and quickned 
for the future. CEN 
And as for Clothes, (another point for Luxury to wrap it ſelf in) 


the Purple and Scarlet,” the Splendor and Ornaments of the Sove- 
raign 
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 raign Court, the rich Jewels, Pearls, and precious Stones, where- 


with the Temples, together with the Altars and Images in them, 
would be decked and adorned, might bz ſufficient Conſolation 
againſt creeping to the Croſs in Sackcloth and Aſhes, and waſhing 
the Feet of the poor once a Year, that their own may be kiſſed all 
the Year after. 

| And though ſome Orders ſhould go meanly clad, yet there might 
be a Pleaſure even in thar, if aftefted; and though they might with 
the Cynick be *f& gu7zzper, yet tvIty gomrpupo! 3 and their Souls 
wear Scarlet, while their Bodies were clad in Rags and Ruler. 

But Covero»ſneſs muſt not be forgot, but be allowed its Place a 
Appartment' in this new Model and Myſtery of Iniquity, et. 
2. 3. Rev. 18. 11, 12,13.] The Goſpel indeed had ſpoken ſevere 
things againſt Covetouſneſs and Worldly-aindednels, a aving 
called Men out of the World, required them to le ind them, 
and abſtra®t thtir Minds from all the Riches Furniture of it, 
and to ſet their Minds on things above, ve their Converſations 
in Heaven, and there to ſeek after a more enduring Subſtance, and 
the true Riches. But this ſeemed an hard Chapter to worldly and 
earthly Minds ; and therefore a way was to be found out, wherein 
Men might either poſſeſs Wealth under an outward Profeſſion of 
Poverty, and the having nothing ; or elſe with a bold Face out- 
brave the Goſpel-Rules,and deſpiſe the meanneſs of primitive Chriſti- 
anity, and deride even St Peter's Folly, and beggerly Motto, $S1l- 
ver and Gold have I none. 

They might pretend to run from the World, to decoy it into 
their Cells; and diſclaim it in publick, that they may with the more 
eaſe injoy it in a Corner; &: fugit ad Salices F 

To ſ}ake which immortal Thirſt after Rices, the Veins of all-Ex- 
rope myſt be ſucked, and thoſe of India come ſwimming in, (though 
at.ſccond hand) to make that affluence, and Euphrates of Gold and 
Silver, which might be a ſufficient Supply for Babylon the Grear. 

It would be a Labour worth a good deal, but to reckon up all 
the ſeveral Streams,which empty themſelves into this great Channel z 
But I ſhall name only ſome few of them. - 1/2. It might be foreſeen 
that a great Revenue might be raiſed by a voluntary Beneyolence 
from Princes, and other-great Men of thefWorld, - who would be 
glad tobeſtow ſome of their Wealth at parting with the World, 


that they. might thereby make ſome Amends for the Sins by which ! 


they gor it, and purchaſe to themſelves an Elbow-Chair in Heaven ; 
which chey could believe to te fealible by freing the Porter Si. Peter 
nf: Or 


LEY 
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or his Succeſſor, who kept the Keys. Yea, a Pretence to a Dona- 
tion would in traCt of time create a kindgof Title by Cuſtom and 
Preſcription, eſpecially of as much as they could get and keep 
Poſſeſſion of ; and when this way would reach no further, it might 
be pieced out, by taking what would not be given ; and this might 
be effected by many ways and means. As for Inſtance, by Sale of 
Red-hats to ſuch Princes as had a wind to prefer a Friend, or pro- 
vide themſelves-of a Proctor ; alſo by ſale of other Conre-Offices. 
By Sainting of ſome, when any Nation defired to worſhip their own 
Conntry-manand Acquaintance, that he -might more naturally ſy- 
perintend their particular Concernments. By ſetting up a Purga- 
tory to caſt Men into a Sweat, that they might be well paid for rub- 
bing of them dry again, by a Pardon fringed with a Multitude of 


' Malles ; by making Penal Laws on purpoſe to be diſpenſed with at 


greater rates. By Sale of Eccleſialtical Benefices in their own be- 


'ſtowing, which they might charge with annual Penſions, and then 


releaſe at five Years purchaſe ; and exacting Fees of all other Bene- 
fices, as Firſt-Fruits, Tenths, and other Perquilites from the ſmaller 
fort 3 but from Biſbopricks, for their Palls, lnveltitures, &c. an un- 
known Sum might come in from all Countries; as alſo for Yasazcies 
of Collegiate Churches, and Abbies, and many more, too tedious to 
be recited. 


.. By ſuch ways and means were the Triumvirate of Pride, Luſt 


and Covetoulneſs to be provided for, But for the perfecting of the 
Myſtery of Iniquity, and the making it work more effettually, 
there were a couple more of Ingredients to bz added,which are indeed 


the very Cremor Tartari, the Syſtole and Diaſtole 'of the Devii*s 


Heart, and the neceſlary Inſtruments of his Polity, Fraxd and Cra- 
elty. And as himſelf was a Lier and Murderer from the begin- 
ning; ſo theſe two Characters of Antiquity.could not be ſpared, 
to make the Myſtery look like its Author. There are two princi- 
pal Lineaments of the [mage of God, which the Goſpel cameto 
repair in Manz Truth and Love ; that ſo he might be renewed 


after the Image of him that created him, who is called Trath, and 
"cahnot lie; and alfo Love: which two thiggs are eſpecially recom- 


mended in Scripture, as-the main Characters of an Evangelical 
Spirit and Converſation, and therefore Satan could not make his 
Myſtery enough Antichriſtian, unleſs he ſhould extirpate theſe 
two out of his Common-Wealth, by , implanting their Contraries, 
Fraud and Cruelty, in the Minds of all his cordial Subjects, but eſpe- 
cially thoſe who ſhould have the -Magagement of '/his Kingdom and 
Afﬀairs. C The 
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The Firſt whereof was indiſpenſibly neceſſary for carrying on 
the Myſtery, both for keeping it fecret, and trapanning Men into 
Principles. and Pratices fo directly contrary to the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, and that under a Pretence of complying with it. And 
therefore the Apoſtle tells us aforehand, That the -—. of the 
wicked One ſhould be after the working of Satan, with lying Wonders, and 
all Deceivableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs, [2 Theſl. 2. 8, 9.] Speaking 
Lies in Hyprecriſy (1 Tim. 4. 2.] being a ſeducing Spirit. The 
Myſtery of [niquity was to be carried on, & unwgion 4tvob\igar, 
through the Hypocriſy of Liars; who being Liars, ſhould pretend 
to Truth : and therefore ſo long as they made uſe of her Garment, 
they were to have no further regard to her ſelf, either in Thought, 
Word, or Deed ; but having ſeared Conſciences, to give up them- 
ſelves to believe what they once knew. to be falſe; and to ſpare no 
Lies, nor falſe Oaths, Circumventions, Treacherics nor Trea- 
ſons ; having firſt perſuaded themſelves, that nothing can be Sin 
which is ſerviceable to their Holy Deſigns. In Purſuance whereof 
fabulous Legends, new Doctrines, and new Articles of Faith were 
to be minted, and digged up out of that dark and bottomleſs Pit 
of Tradition, and varniſhed over with a ſeeming Gloſs of wreſted 
Scripture. Councils were to be packed, true Authors corrupted, 
and falſe ones ſuborned. And to warrant all, there ſhould be an 
Orderof Men inſtituted ; who by thetr diſputacious Subtilty ſhould 
duel all Oppoſers, and ſpin out Truth into ſo fine a Thread, that 
few Eyes ſhould be able to diſcern what colour it was of 3 and then 
weave it into a Cobweb-Lawn or Spiders Web, rarefying Faith .in- 
to yain Speculations, and: ſnarling the plain Truth intoa thouſand 
Perptexities, till it can neither be believed nor underſtood, 

And as for Cruelty, thereby they ſhould fight Satan's Quarrel 
with the Seed of the Woman, and gratify their own Principle, 
which he ſhould infuſe into them, of Hatred and Revenge. And 
feeing the Myſtery of Iniquity was to be carried on againſt all Right. 
and Reaſon, it was like to meet with oppoſition enough from others, 
who would adhere 'to ſuch Principles ; and therefore all thoſe ſoft 
and fooliſh Principles of Love, Pity and Humanity, were to be 
thrown over-board, and all the Methods and Modes of Cruelty were 
to be deviſed and made ule of for the tormenting, and deſtruction 
of all ſuch as ſhould either oppoſe, or not comply with the great Sil- 
ver Diana, and the Golden Image which Satan ſhould ſet up for 
bimfelf ro be worſhipped by ; who having great Wrath againſt 
the Woman, ſhall make War againſt the Remnant of her Seed, 
which 
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which keep the Commandments of God, and have the Teſtimony 
of Jeſus Chriſt. [Rev. 12. 17.. chap, 16, 6. chap. 17i 6, cha 
18. 24. ] | 

Thus have we briefly ſeen how Satan bath contrived his Myſery 
of Iniquity, fo that it ſhavld not. only dethrone. Jeſs Chrif from 
his: Worſhip, and fupplant. him in all bis Offices, but al(o gna«- 
tify and uphold Sin and Corruption ; (which be-came to ſave: 
us from, and heal us of) and thereby revive his Kingdom in\My- 
ſtery and Maſquerade, and deſtroy Millions of precious. Souls to all 
Eternity. | 

But now perhaps, 1t will not be amiſs to take a ſhort and parti- 
cular View of ſeveral Doctrines of our Chriſtian Faith, and Qr- 
dinances of Chriſt ; and obſerve how ſubtily the old Serpent con-; 
trived to pgrvert them ; that he might make them ſubſervient. ts 
the _ Intereſts of his Kingdom of Darkneſs, and the Polices 
thereof. 

Firſt, for Preaching the Goſpel, which is the means of the Propa- 
gation and Edification of theChurch, and ſaving the Souls of Men ; 
this the Devil knew might be made a Gladimws De/phicus, and was 
capable of being turned upon the Goſpel it felf, by making the Pul- 
pit a Mortar-Piece to diſcharge his Granado's from, and to caſt his- 
fiery Darts of Sedition, and damnable Herefies, among the People ;; 
by taking Care that when it was. uſed, the Dattrine might be/ 
corrupted by a preverting Gloſs, and by mixing with it Legends 
and feigned Miracles, and cunningly deviſed Fables, to keep: the 
People ignorant, and from the ſight and knowledg of the Scriptures; 
leſt they ſhould know too much,. and diſcover hisErrars3. leſt they 
ſhould be wiſer than their Priefts, and ſo deſpiſe them; who ſhould: 
have neither parts nor means for Learning, which! nught recom! 
mend them ; but be, like Prieſt, like People ; Priefts of the 
meaneſt of the People, and the People made pliable to; believe 
any Dottrine that ſhould be offered to'them, and readily pradtife 
whatſoever Superſtition or Idolatry ſhould be 1njomed!; and while-: 
Tgnorance is the Mother of Devotion, the: Devatian. muſt needs! 
prove Blind, and never be able'to grope the way to: Heaven; and : 
yet ſoit muſt needs be, while Prayers are recited in an! unknown” 
Tongue. 

But becauſe it might be too great a Mortification of Mens Curiofi- 
ty to Jet them fee no further then their Noſes, therefore be re- 
ſohred to furniſhthem with Prophecies of his ow n-dictatang; where+ 


by they might” be amuſed, — danger of being .made wiſer; 
2 or 
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or better by them, as they might be by the Scriptures; And re- 7 


membring how his heathen Romans were wont to have their Curi- 
olity huſhed with the lullaby of the Theater ; he reſolved to 
entertain Chriſtians with Images and fine Pictures on the Church- 
Walls and Windows, and Theatrical Repreſentations of Goſpel- 


Hiſtory, which ſhould be inſtead of Scripture to them, and were. 


like to be taking with thoſe empty Souls, who knew no better. 
Then for the Sacraments, they might bz: eaſily laid lower in 
eſteem, by joining others in Commillion with them, - which ſhould 
be ſo ſlightly grounded, that People might be tempted to ſuſpect 
the true Coin, as if of no better Metal ; or elſe think that Men 
could make Sacraments, and add Grace to accompany them. But 
as for the ſealing and aſſuring Power of them, 1t ſhou'd be ener- 
vated, by ſuſpending their Efhcacy upon the Intention. of the 
Prieſt, which none living but himſelf could be aſſured of without 


a Divine Revelation ; and therefore not know but they might be . 


Idolaters in worſhipping an unconſecrated Wafer ; nor whether 
they had ſo much as been baptized or no. And beſides, the Sacra- 
ments were capable of being corrupted by ſuperſtitious Ceremo- 
nies, and by impious Uſes and Applications ; viz. Baptiſm might 
either be totally reje&ted, as childiſh and ridiculous, or neg- 
lefted and deferred ; or, by miſapplying it to Perſons againſt their 
Wills, or to the Ignorant, or unduly to the Children of Unbelie- 
vers ; or elſe defiling it, by adding to it Creame or Spittle, and 
Exorciſms; or ſhamefully profaning of it, by Chriſtening of 
Bells, &c. 

The Euxchariſt might be perverted by worſhipping of the Ele- 
ments inſtead of Chriſt himſelf, giving the Prieſt a power to make 
his Maker, which would advance the Prieſthood into Admiration, 
and ballance other juſt Cauſes of Contempt, and make the People 
beholden to him for his Intentiov, which alone could keep them 
from being groſs Idolaters. By abuſing it as an Amulet to Preſerve, 
or an Opportunity to Poiſon ; a Charm to Exorciſe, or a Pawn 
for ſecuring a Debt, thereby turning the Hoſt into a Hoſtage ; and 
the Natural Body of Chriſt (as they ſhould believe it to be) into 
Gold or Silver, by a ſtrange kind of Retranſubſtantiation. (Which 
a certain Emperor is recorded to have done. ) 

However, while this ſacred or ſolemn Myſtery, inſtituted by our 
Saviour's dying Breath, and bequeathed as a Legacy to his beloved 
Spouſe (whom he purchaſed with his own Blood) as a Divine 
means of her Comfort and Union, ſhall become the MjAvy Zed Gy, 


matter 
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matter of Contention, and occaſion of -the moſt mortal' hatred-- 
that Satan himſelf could infuſe into+the Minds of Men : and-while: 
the due Commemoration-of Chrit's moſt; Precious Death,-ſhall be - 
made to many Men the cauſe of their own; while, 1 ſay, this : 
ſacred Myſtery ſhall be thus perverted to contrary Ends, the | 
Devil will triumph, as having turned ic into a Myſtery of Inim , 
quity, to the defeating of the Goſpel, eſpecially while ſo many Men, 
by unworthy. receiving, do eat and drink their own Damnatt- 1 
on, and give -poſleflion of -themſelves ugto Saran by the livery... 
and ſeifin of the Sop. 

And as for that Authority and Power of the Keys which -- 
Chriſt left, with his Church, Satan knew how to ſerve himſelf 
of it, for excluding, out: of the viſible Churchthoſe-of the Houſ«. 
hold of -Faith, and-the letting in of. Thieves and Robbers. ..How:. 
to. make it - a Pick-lock to Mens - Purles - and  Conſciences,,. and - 
to imploy it upon trivial and pecuniary Errands ; which wouldy 
render it *ith' mean while not only uſeleſs to its proper End, but 
alſo pernicious, by abſolving Men into Preſumption. 

Yea and the Government of the Church, ordained. for |. the... 
Union, Order, Safety, and Edification. of it, might, be inja great» 
meaſure defeated, by reducing the choice of the Perſons Lo 
Hands of Temporal great ' Ones, of whom while. few..would .be., 
good Men, the Perſons choſen would likely- be: accordingly; and. 
by intoxicating their Minds with- Temporal Riches and Honours, 
which would make them think their primitive; Duty . too far. 
below them, and have neither care nor, leiſure to: mind. it.., And 
laſtly, by making their Precin(ts ſo large, 'that,:it would be im-. 
poſſible for any one Man - (though. never. ſo .Good;,, Able,; and; 
Diligent) to adminiſter one of them as he ought. And all this 
might be brought about under the ſpecious /pretence of the. 
flouriſhing Condition of the Church, and; its having Princes for- 
its nurſing Fathers. And as for- thoſe blelkd Ends of this la-. 
ſtitukion, above mentioned ; while ſome: ſhould delight themſelves. 
in impoſing upon others their own. Opinions and Commands. in 
matters doubtful or needleſs; and others: pleaſe themfelves as 
much in a pertinacious holding and propagating of their con- : 
trary Opinions, and a ſturdy noncompliance with what. they . 
are convinced to be lawful, becauſe they cannot have all: they. 
deſire ; both Sorts would be ſo ſRifly ſet :upon having their own. 
Wills, and maintaining their own Reputations, as to forget that. 


they were Brethren, and to negle{t the Peace of the Charchy, 
| whic 
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which Chriſt their common: Saviour -purchas'd wittyrhis owwy Blobd, 
Bug'yet ir» the. mean - while -(even 18 all Ages) truly gracious, 
and humble Perſons would indeavour to keep their Peace” with 
God, ſtudying and believing plain Truths, and faithfully prac- 
tifng all their known Duties, to have Peace inthemfelves, - and 
to ſkew forth a brotherly-Love unto others,. yielding as mach as 
is-peſſible for Publick Peace fake. According to St. Pai 7'Extiorta- 
tion, Row. 12. 18. If it be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, live prace. 
ably with all Men; in patience poſſeſſing their own Souls, and fo 
with a ſilent meekneſs ſlip through the World,and lay hold on eter- 
nal Life, leaving others behind them to queſtion and commune with 
their own Hearts, about their own Share and Intereſt in that ſweet 
and'bleſfed Legacy of our dying Lord, John 14. 27. Peace I leave 
with you, my Peace I give-#nto you. And to bethink themſelves what 
account they- can hereafter give unto him of that great Depo- 


urs. 

And when all Church-cenfures, how duly ſoever diſpenſed, and 
the Municipal Laws of particular Nations (whereby the looſe Spi- 
rit4 of Men were held to their Duty, and to the obſeryance of the 
Divine' Law of both Tables) ſhall be Snfpended and Deſpenfed 
withal, and thereby Men turned looſe, to do every Man what is 
right (or wrong) in his own Eyes, and to follow the inclination 
of tis own Mind ; into how forlorn a Condition the Church and 
Worſhip of God muſt needs be reduced, any conſidering Man may 
caffly apprehend. 

When 2 juſtifying Faith- ſhall be reduced to the ſame form with 
that of the Devils; Afarance of Salvation be branded for- Pre 
ſamption, and Men difcovraged from making their Calling and 
EteCtion ſure, in ſpight of the Apoſtle's Exhortation ; when Sin 
ſhall be pardoned for Money, or of courſe; when Repentance 
(whict is: a y and hearty ſorrow for Sin, - joined: with an 
abhorrence and: farfaking of it) ſhall be laid afide, as too harſh 
for the ddlicate Fleſh, and inſtead thereof, an hanging down the 
Head, 2 pale atid diſtorred Countenance, in 2 few Grimaſes, the 
ſaying by rote a few! Paters and' Aves, the'chaſtifing' of the Body 
by ſome outward Severities, rather then part with the Sin of 
the Sout; a Whip and a lonſy Coat ; and denying themſelves 
ſomething which they do not much carefor, ſhall be acrount» 
ed the only Self-denial and' Mortification a-Ia-mode : Whien 
there fhall'be no” Chariry teft- but: that of Almes, and thar ap- 
plic4for vain Glory, given with theſound of the Trumper, and 


moſtly 
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to maintain a lazy Superſtition, whilſt the ſame Perſons ſhall have 
ſo little true Charity ar Mercy, as to imbrue their hands iathe Blood 
and Tears of the true Members of. Jeſus Chriſt. When Charity 
ſhall grow cold, and Perſecution hot, and Men become Lovers of 
themſelves, of their Pleaſures and Riches more than of God, aban- 
doniog themſelves to all manner of Licentioufnefs, and making it 
the chief of rw mas wee ev wag the Fleſh : Then 

n come to eMyſtery of Iniquay is bukly at wark 
in the World ; as the Apoftlerelts usit had Ten, 4 his days. But 
how much of it hath been. ſince executed and wrought off, a 
woful Effet which it bath prodiiced, 1 ſhall leave to the Hilto- 
ries of the Church in all Ages to report, and to the Judgment of 
all wiſe Men to make the Application. | | | 

Bat [let every Nation and Church, -and Party of 'Men, on'which 
any of theſe Corruptions ſhall be found, bear its own Burthen ; Ye« 
pent and reform. what it finds amiſs.1ait ſelf; -and aever drgam of 
exculing itſelf; by caſting all the-Blame pon others : fort a moſt 
certain that the Myſtery of Iniquaty is as large as the Dominion-of 'Sit, 
and Kingdom of Darkneſs is within the viſible Church, -and under 
the Profeſſion.of the Chriſtian Religion.z and there is not a Nation 
under-Heaven, wherein the Devil not ten times more of. real 
Subjects than. Jeſus Chrilt. « nl tel 
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'Sime Books newly printed for Jonathan" Robinſon «t che 
Golden-Lion in St. Paul's Church-yard. 


Third Volume of Sermons, preached by the late Reverend and Learned Dr, 

A Thomas Maiton ; in two Parts : The firſt containing fixry fix Sermons on the 11th 

Chapter to the Hebrews 3 with a Treatiſe of rhe Lite of Fairh, Part the '24." A 

* Treatiſe of Self-Denial z with ſeveral Sermons on the Sacramenr of 'the Lord's Sup- 
-per, and other Qccafions : with an Alphabetical Table ro the whole. -' Folio, 


The ſure Trial of Uprightneſs, opened in ſeveral Sermons upon Pſalm, 18. ver, 23, 
1 was alſo vpright before him, and have kept my ſelf from mine Iniquity. By Willian 
-Bates, D, D. Oftavo, 


——Histhree-Strmons at the Fynerals pi Mr, Clarkſ 18, Dr. | Zacomb, and (Mg, Benja- 


mi &ſhuoft. 
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' LegalExceprions and lawful Prejudiees againſt Popery; or a large Dedudion of 
- Hiſtotical Evidences ; proving thar the Papacy is rhe real Anrichriſtian Kingdom. © By 
Peter | Jureiv, Oftauo, 


_ Anew Syſteme of the Apocalypſe, or plain and merhodical Illuſtrations of all the 
"Yifions in the Revelation of St 7 3 proving the Pope /to be Aritichfiſt, © Written 
'by! a Ffeiich  Mitiſter in. the ' Year | 1685, and finiſhed but rwo- days before the 
Dragoons Plandered him of all except this Treatiſe, Faithfully Engliſhed. 7iwelves, 


Primitive Epiſcopacy, evincing from Scripture and Ancient Records, that a Biſho 
in the Apoſtles times, and for the ſpace of the firſt three Centuries of the Goſpel- 
Church, was no more than a Paſtor to one fingle Church or Congregation. By the 
the late Pious .and;Learned David Clarkſon, tometime Fellow of Clare-ball, Cam- 
bridg. Oftave. 


& Diſcourſe concerning Liturgies,. by.che ſame Author, Otvo, 


A plain Repreſentation of Tranſubftantiation, as it is received in the Church of 
Rome; wich the ſandy Foundatiorss it 1s built upon, and the Arguments thar do clearly 
evertand overturnit, By a Country Divine. 


A brief account of the firſt Riſe of rhe Name Proteſtant ; and what Proteſtantiſm 
is; with a Juſtification of it; anday eqrpeſt, Exhortation to all Proceſtants to per- 
fiſt in that Holy Religion, By Sam! BoldzReRor of Steeple in Dor/etſhire, 


A Diſcourſe concerning Idolatry and Tranſubſtantiation, in anſiver ro the late 
Biſhop of Oxford's Plea, By Gilbert Burnet, D. D. now Lord Biſhop of Salisbury. 


Wonderful Preditions of Noſtredamus, Gr ebner, David Pareus, Antonius Torquatus ; 
wherein the Grandeur of their preſent Majeſties, the happineſs of England, and 
Downfal of France are plainly delineated ; with a large Preface, ſhewing chat the 
Crown of England has not been obſcurely foretold to their Majeſties, King William 
the 3d. and Queen May, and the People have duly contributed thereunto in the pre- 
- fenc Parliament. Folio, | 


